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Character Trait  

of the Month: 

Hardworking 

“A dream does not become 

reality through magic; it 

takes sweat, determina-

tion, and hard work.” 

Colin Powell, former U.S. 

Defense Secretary  

Dear Arbor Families, 

 It is hard to believe that it is already the fourth marking period. 

Spring is here and we find ourselves busy as ever. The students participat-

ed in learning experiences during SEL Day on March 26, opening up the 

discussion about mental health wellness. Students are currently partici-

pating in activities for Autism Awareness Month, which is focused on 

demonstrating kindness to others. The Do-A-Thon begins on April 24, and 

students have been learning about Autism and why we celebrate our 

differences through activities available on Schoology. Coming up, students 

will have an opportunity to celebrate Arbor Day through the first district-

wide celebration. 4th and 5th grade students can create their own natural 

art with sticks, leaves, flowers, or anything else they find in nature to par-

ticipate in the art contest. To submit an entry, students can send in a pic-

ture of their creation to info@pway.org by Friday, April 23.  

 Wednesday, April 21 is Administrative Professionals Day. We have 

a hard working office and library staff that I would like to recognize for all 

they do for our school. May 3-7 is Teacher Appreciation Week, and I would 

like to thank our teachers for all their hard work and dedication to our stu-

dents. I would like to offer my sincere appreciation to our entire staff for 

everything they do for our students each day. 

 

Sincerely, 

Heather O’Donnell 



We are excited to be participating in Autism New Jersey's first awareness event, 
The Do-A-Thon, from April 19-30th, 2021.  In the spirit of embracing our differ-
ences and honoring the strengths and challenges that make us unique, students  
have a choice of different activities which focus on kindness. These activities are 
posted on Schoology. Students can earn a Schoology badge for creating a puzzle 
piece that shows how they can be kind to others.  

Autism is a spectrum disorder which means all individuals with Autism are 
unique from each other.  They have different skills, abilities, challenges, and in-
terests. We encourage everyone to wear an autism awareness shirt or blue on 
April 30, 2021.  

 

 

 

 



Hello Arbor Families, 
 
This month we are focusing on supporting your child with homework. Resources below dis-
cuss how you can increase your child’s motivation to do homework and increase their com-
pletion rate. As we move into the last 2 months of school, supporting your child with their 
homework will greatly improve their grades in their classes. 
 
https://www.nasponline.org/Documents/Resources%20and%20Publications/Handouts/
Families%20and%20Educators/Homework_a_Guide_for_Parents.pdf 
 
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/uk/18/10/homework-help-reluctant-children 
 
 
Hola familias de Arbor, 
Este mes nos estamos concentrando en apoyar a sus hijos/as con las tareas. Los recursos 
debajo incluyen información de cómo mejorar la motivación de su hijo/a para hacer tareas y 
mejorar los chances de que las acaben. A medida que nos vamos acercando a los últimos 
dos meses de clases, apoyar a su hijo/a con sus tareas lo/a ayudará bastante a mejorar sus 
notas en clase. 
 
https://www.colorincolorado.org/es/articulo/consejos-para-los-padres-sobre-las-tareas  
 
https://kidshealth.org/es/parents/help-gradeschooler-homework-esp.html?
WT.ac=pairedLink 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Gambino & Ms. Blount  
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1. Make a plan for tracking homework assignments. Encourage your child to write every assign-
ment in a daily planner. As a backup, see whether assignments are also posted on a school 
website/app.  Get a phone number for a student in each class who would know the assign-
ments.  

2. Establish time for homework. Some children need a break after classes. Others work best 
while still in “school mode.” If after-school activities make a regular schedule impossible, post 
a weekly calendar that lists homework start and finish times.  

3. Ask the teacher about assignment routines. The math teacher may say, “I assign algebra 
homework four nights a week, and give a test at the end of each chapter — roughly every two 
weeks.” This tells you that something is amiss if your child says he doesn’t have any math 
homework two nights in a row. 

4. Schedule a five-minute break for every 20 minutes of work. Short, frequent breaks help chil-
dren to recharge.  

5. Talk with the teacher. If homework sessions are often emotionally exhausting, work with the 
teacher to determine whether assignments are too long or are too difficult for your child. 

6. Have a specific place to do the work. How can you minimize distractions? How available do 
you, or some other supervising adult, need to be? You may want to set up a dedicated home-
work location. If your child’s room is the place full of possible distractions, the best spot might 
be some boring adult setting: a little desk in the living room or some space at the kitchen ta-
ble.  

7. Plan for supervision. Think about homework supervision as you make your child-care arrange-
ments. If you have another adult overseeing some of these afterschool hours, give them clear 
instructions for helping with homework, and make sure she understands that, if possible, it 
needs to be done by dinnertime. If your child spends time in an after-school program, is there 
some provision for homework? Many of these programs offer a supervised homework room, 
where kids can work in peace and get help if they need it. 

8.  Use tools to plan. Help older children plan their time—not just for any one evening’s work but 
for the bigger, longer-term assignments. Some children are unable to understand how to 
break these down into manageable steps, so a chart, a checklist, or a calendar, with separate 
due dates for each task, can be really helpful.  

9. Remember the power of praise. Try to make homework a period that is associated with a cer-
tain amount of praise, with some physical comfort, and even the occasional treat. It won’t 
make your child love worksheets, but it may start to seem like a familiar, relatively pleasant in-
terlude in the day—or at least, like a doable assignment. 



4th Grade   5th Grade 

Mr. Adenau Gabriella Badalamenti   Ms. Barth Nandish Panchal 

Mrs. Azim Kent Parker   Mr. Brooks Retaj Oudeh 

Mr. Bennington Hector Guillen   Mrs. Caldwell Mohamed Hawamdeh 

Mrs. Doherty Giovonni Kipness   Ms. Cantwell Jessian Odor 

Mrs. Garcia Jayden DeAngelis   Mr. Gaunt Srinidhi Raja 

Mrs. Gerum Keilly Morales   Mrs. Homlish Varun Sattigari 

Mrs. Kelvy Chrissette Giddings   Mrs. Karabinos Marlie Peterson 

Mrs. LaMarsh Arav Jain   Ms. Riddick Amir Gatling 

Ms. Lepski Jayden Portillo   Ms. Schmidt Brooklyn Squire 

Mr. Montgomery Alayana Perez   Mrs. Stoddard Brianni Rivera 

Ms. Moss Pranaav Gurukumar   Ms. Sullivan Dviti Soni 

Mrs. Scinto Dhey Shay   Mr. Watters Jeremy Torres 

Mr. Applegate & Mr. Rosania 

(Phys Ed) 

Nollerlin 

Lopez Almonte 

  Mr. Applegate & Mr. Ro-

sania (Phys Ed) 

Peter Nguyen 

Senora Garcia (Spanish) Gyan Narang   Senora Garcia (Spanish) JadaMarie Owens 

Mr. Frey (Tech Ed) Kriya Patel   Mr. Frey (Tech Ed) Jacob Pezzia 

Mrs. Bollaro (Music) Simrun Korde   Mrs. Bollaro (Music) Jeysha Balasingam 

Mrs. Rosania (Art) Gabriella Badalamenti   Mrs. Rosania (Art) Grace 

Titen Williams 

          



“Spring is here!!!” 

DID YOU KNOW??? 

J. Sterling Morton organized the first Arbor Day in 1872 in 

Nebraska where over 1,000,000 trees were planted across 

the state. In 1884, New Jersey celebrated its first official 

Arbor Day! By the 1920's each state had a law desig-

nating Arbor Day. Arbor Day in New Jersey is celebrated 

annually on the last Friday in April.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 The warmer weather is a good time to get outside and play. Playing outside and being active is 1 way to be a 

FIT KID.   Being a FIT KID means your body works well, feels well, and can do all the things you want to do, 

like run around with your family and close friends. 

 

5 things to remember to help you be a FIT KID 

1. BE ACTIVE! It’s fun!  Go outside and play with family and close friends in the yard or at a neighborhood 

park. You can also go on walks, bike rides and jump rope.      

 

 

2.  Eat a variety of foods.  Get colorful with your food choices. Have some red strawberries, green salad or 

broccoli, purple grapes, or orange carrots.  Try new foods. You never know what will be your favorite! 

 

3. Drink milk and water. Kids need 3 cups of milk each day. You can also eat an ounce of cheese or ½  

 

cup of yogurt in place of a cup of milk. Water is the best thirst quencher around. So, drink plenty of water. 

 

4. Listen to your body. When you are full you can stop eating. When you are tired you can rest. When you are 

thirsty have a glass of water. It is your body. Make choices that help your body work its best.          

 

 

5. Limit screen time.  Screen time is time you spend watching TV, DVD, using a smart phone, computer or 

tablet and playing video games. You will have more time to be active and moving. 

 

YOU CAN BE A FIT KID! 



 

Let’s Plant A Tree 

 It’s time to plant a tree, a tree.  

What shall it be? What shall it be?  

Let’s plant a pine—we can’t go wrong: a pine is green the whole year long.  

Let’s plant a maple—more than one, to shade us from the summer sun.  

Let’s plant a cherry—you know why: there’s nothing like a cherry pie!  

Let’s plant an elm, the tree of grace, where robins find a nesting place.  

Let’s plant an apple—not too small, with flowers in spring and fruit in fall.  

Let’s plant a fir—so it can be a lighted outdoor Christmas tree.  

Let’s plant a birch, an oak, a beech, there’s something extra-nice in each… in win-

ter, summer, spring or fall.  

Let’s plant a … why not plant them ALL?  

~Aileen Fisher  

April 14th: Marking Period 4 Started 

April 19th to April 30th: Do-A-Thon  

April 21st: Administrative Professionals Day 

April 23rd: Arbor Day Contest Submission Due to info@pway.org 

April 30th: Report Cards Available in Genesis  

April 30th: Spirit Day— Wear Autism Awareness Shirt or Blue Shirt  

April 30th: Arbor Day  

May 3rd-7th: Teacher Appreciation Week  


